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Low Fertility Trap: Theories Facts and Implications

Jin Yongai

Abstract: The Low Fertility Trap Hypothesis proposes that there are three self+einforcing mecha-
nisms—demographic sociological and economic working towards a downward spiral in future fertili—
ty. Once TFRdrops below 1.5 it will be difficult to recover. The fertility recovery emerging in many
countries across the world has challenged the low-fertility trap theory and also the justification of the the—
ory itself. So low-fertility trap is more likely a pattern summarized from a short4ime phenomenon than a
generalized social law. As with China the current fertility level is above 1.5 births per woman and
China is not in the “Low-fertility trap”. Moreover most recent surveys suggest that current fertility infen—
tion in China is above 1. 8 births per woman and more than 60 percent of people would have a second
child if there is an adjustment of fertility policy. In addition birth postponement is still playing an import
role in reducing TFRin China. Thus with the high fertility intention adjustment of family planning policy
and decreasing tempo effect TFRin China will experience upturn but not further decline in the near fu-
ture. It is lack of evidence to conclude that China has already been or is going to be trapped in low fer—
tility.
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Figure 1 Total Fertility Rate Trends by Region in Europe
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Figure 2 Total Fertility Rate Trends in Selected Countries since 1990
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